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75% of Europeans live in cities 



… and most of Europe’s economic wealth is generated here 



Adaptation needs to be implemented locally and regionally 



Cities are frontrunners of adaptation 

not yet begun work  

very early stage 

well on the way 

moving ahead of the field 

advanced 

Preliminary results from a self-assessment of 196 municipalities 
in Europe, 2012 http://eucities-adapt.eu/ 



What are the barriers? 

E.g., 

• Low awareness by decision-makers; 

• Little knowledge atlocal authorities; 

• Limited capacities and resources; 

• Challenges stretch beyond borders and competencies of  
authorities; 



Water 

Athens, Istanbul and Paris  
transport their water 

  
often over more  

than 100-200 km 



What are the barriers? 

E.g., 

• Low awareness by decision-makers; 

• Little knowledge at local authorities; 

• Limited capacities and resources; 

• Challenges stretch beyond borders and competencies of  
authorities; 

• National and European legislation hinders or is not supportive for  
local action 



What do we need? 

Cities and regions implement 

National level and EU enable 

Multi-level approach 



Pillar: Territorial governance 



Pillars: Knowledge base 



Heat waves in Europe… 



Heat waves 



Soil sealing increases the risk for urban flooding 



Urban Flooding 



Social sensitivity  



Social sensitivity, e.g. elderly people 



Adaptive capacity, e.g. economic resources 



http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu 

Climate-ADAPT – the EU platform 



Download, data and interactive maps  
 
http://www.eea.europa.eu/ 
publications/urban-adaptation-to-climate-change 
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